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Blaikie, N. (2010). Designing social research – The logic of anticipation. (2nded.) Cambridge: Polity Press.   

Chapter 6. Sources and selection of data
1., Explain briefly what kind of data can be gained from the sources below, and identify a research topic/problem in the area of intercultural communication that could be researched by using each source. 
Sources of Data

Natural social settings 

Micro-social phenomena

Individuals

Small groups

Social episodes

Meso-social phenomena 

Organizations 

Communities

Crowds

Social movements

Macro-social phenomena

Social institutions 

Social structures 

Nations

Multinational bodies

Quasi-experiments

Semi-natural settings

Individuals' characteristics 

Individuals as informants 

Representative individuals 

Life histories

Individuals as case studies 

Artificial settings 

Experiments

Categories of individuals


Groups

Simulation and games 

Social artefacts

Official statistics

Public documents

Private documents 

Personal records

2., Explain the essence of the following sampling methods in your own words, and say what kind of research they are appropriate for. (For concrete examples you can use the research problems you used in the previous task or any other example you can think of.)
Single stage probability


Simple random

Systematic

Stratified

Cluster

Multi-stage

Single-stage non-probability

Accidental/convenience

Quota

Judgemental/purposive

Snowball

3., Answer the following questions:

What can case studies be used for?
What are the drawbacks of case studies?

Why does Blaikie deal with the issues of generalizing and theorizing in connection with case studies?
Think of two research problems in the area of intercultural communication that could be investigated by using a case study.

